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Letter from our
County Commissioner
Welcome to the December edition of County Matters! As you’ll discover on the following pages, units across the county
have had all sorts of adventures recently, from welcoming special visitors to unit meetings, heading off on day visits,
taking part in remembrance services, and achieving a multitude of programme badges and awards.

A definite highlight of mine this term has been the county’s presence at the Lord Mayor’s Show. Dawn Boult, ably assisted
by a small team of volunteers, co-ordinated our entry in the parade and I am sure you will agree with me when I say what
a fantastic job they did – it was wonderful to spot the group on television and I know all those who went on the day will
have experienced a true mountain-top guiding moment. It was also lovely to hear about the many groups that made their
way to London to line the route and support our members in the parade.

As we continue to deal with the pandemic-related uncertainty that surrounds us, I want to thank you all for being so
willing and able to adapt to changes, and for continuing to give our members such fantastic opportunities. I know that
many of you will be enjoying some festive guiding fun in the run up to Christmas, but I also hope that you find time to
rest and recharge over the holidays, ready for the new adventures that 2022 will bring.

Happy Christmas to you all!

1st Flansham Brownies
During one meeting 1st Flansham Brownies made the most of a dark evening by having a much
enjoyed glow stick night!

The Brownies were given a bunch of glow sticks and in their Sixes, were asked to create various
glowing masterpieces. All the leaders were impressed by their creativity and ability to work so well
as a team (even in the dark). After playing a few games of noughts and crosses the Brownies
decided they wanted to make Brownie-sized glow stick art, by marking out the area around a girl
laying down. Once they’d drawn round each other, they of course to wanted to use the leaders
next!

Our final challenge was to make a huge glow stick work of art and so each Six
was given space to create a Brownie world design!
Ami Luck - Leader 1st Flansham Brownies

1st Ifold Brownies 50th Birthday
In May this year, 1st Ifold Brownies celebrated its 50th Birthday. 50 years of Brownie
adventures, fun and laughs would not have been possible without all the amazing volunteers over
the years. A big thank you to you all.
The longest-serving leader, Gill, has been there for 34 of those 50 years and has seen many
changes within the unit, Girlguiding and the hut where they meet (it no longer leaks!) but the
excitement and enthusiasm of the girls never changes. We have previous Brownies returning as
parents, with their daughters, telling us stories of their time in the unit. Gill remembers them
all!
To celebrate our birthday we asked the Brownies to design a badge to mark the occasion.
Hannah designed the winning badge, a beautiful design of bright colours and balloons.
When we returned to face-to-face guiding in September, we presented Hannah with the
finished badge. She was delighted and very taken aback at how special her design looked in real
life.
It was a lovely way to celebrate our return to our unit meetings.

Emma Leaver – Leader 1st Ifold Brownies

Midhurst Rainbows
Midhurst Rainbows have really enjoyed meeting back together again as a unit after having been on
Zoom. They have been doing games, crafts and skills towards their Skills for my Future level 1
badge, as well as some old favourite activities.
Promise balloons
Amazing Talent
Challenge meeting

Collecting
leaves for
mobile making
Making ‘All about
me’ shields

Legs eleven game

Virtual Wellies & Wristbands
1st Yapton Guides and Rangers (and a Brownie) took up the opportunity to attend a virtual Wellies and Wristbands Festival this year
when the ‘in person’ one was unfortunately postponed. There was an amazing activity pack and fabulous badges to buy and a
Saturday night in October was set aside to enjoy ‘all things festival’. The girls chose to build their camps inside rather than camp in
the cold but there was an abundance of fairy lights and disco balls to make sure they still created the ‘festival vibe’.
Robyn said “We spent some time doing amazing activities on zoom (we made pizza in a mug together and played games) and then
we had time to try out new activities by ourselves. There was a variety of activities: make a mug cake, lava lamp DIY, learning and
creating Morse code, decorate and creating your own sponge cake and so much more! I slept in my bath all night, even though it was
a bit uncomfortable, and I was excited to earn my 5 Nights Away with Guiding badge in the morning!! I enjoyed playing games and
being creative at home.”
The festival goers made festival play-lists and tried out face masks and pampering activities and some went off on a Penny Hike trying not to get themselves lost. There were plenty of activities to do and a WhatsApp group was running throughout, so the girls
could all see what everyone was doing and share ideas with each other. Lily, Poppy, Ella and Darcey’s best bit was making the
smoothies – some were even Rainbow coloured - and Imogen and Tiggy’s favourite part was making the chocolate mug cakes and
finishing all the left-over chocolate drops!!
Wellies and Wristbands was an amazing virtual event and hopefully some of the girls will want to go and join the event in person
when it is running again in 2022!!
Anna Drynan - Leader 1st Yapton Guides and Rangers

The Lord Mayor’s Show
Back in 2019, when everything was normal, Sussex West was looking for leaders to volunteer at the Royal British Legion
Festival of Remembrance, I applied but wasn't selected, instead I received a phone call from Amanda (who was county
commissioner at that time) asking if I’d like to join her in shadowing Sussex Central for the Lord Mayor’s Show,
naturally I said yes and so began my Lord Mayor’s Show journey.
Amanda and I left London on that day with ideas of a large helium balloon, guides waving flags and maybe a camper
van so that we could have hot drinks at the lunch stop.
Early 2020 Amanda had submitted the design for our entry but Covid 19 struck and for only the second time in its 800+
year history the Lord Mayor’s Show was cancelled.
Fast forward to August 2021, and following Amanda's appointment as Region Chief Commissioner, Mel Ford (our new
county commissioner) asked me to take over as lead for our entry. With 3 months to go I got to work, recruiting a
team, finding participants, sourcing a mini bus with 2 drivers, ordering packed lunches (Girlguiding provide them for all
show participants – thank you Girlguiding London North East), banners, flags, organising overnight accommodation for
the core team and sorting transport for participants. Finally after 600 emails, a 16-page risk assessment and with
nearly 800 paper hands cut-out and laminated, we were ready!

Waiting to join
the parade

Rainbow hands
Dawn with the mini bus drivers

Worthing Division arriving in London

The morning of the show began with us persuading our hotel to fill our pump flasks, so that we could have hot
drinks with our lunch, followed by a quick breakfast, before reporting to our mini bus at 7.30am ready to be
directed to our assembly point. A quick recce of the area to find the toilets and where we had to collect our
balloon, then it was a waiting game watching other participants as we awaited the arrival of our Guide
participants and their leaders.
10.30am arrived and eventually after some stop-starting as floats filtered in from various directions to form the
parade, we were off, smiling and waving as we passed under the BBC cameras and cheered along by the crowds,
including some familiar faces waving our flags, as we headed towards St Paul's Cathedral. The Guides
demonstrated some very fancy footwork as they dodged the horse mess along the route!

In the parade
Getting ready
to set off

During an unexpectedly extended lunch break our lovely marshal, Alex, arranged for the Guides to go and sit on a
naval rib that was on a trailer a few entries behind us, before the parade restarted. All too soon we were back near
our starting point, undressing the mini bus and saying goodbye to the Guides and their leaders, ready to begin our
journey home.
Another amazing mountain-top moment as a result of being a member of Girlguiding.

Dawn Boult – Acting Division Commissioner, Bognor Regis

A well earned rest for lunch

Guides participating in the parade
Our experience of the Lord Mayor’s Show – Goring Guides. We woke up at 4.45 and had to be at Worthing Train Station at
6.45. We then got on the 7.00 train. On the train we were given a Division neckerchief which was pink, blue and white. We
had to tie friendship knots and wear them for the day. We met up with another two groups and took the train all the way to
London Bridge station.

Then we walked to a place near the Museum of London and were given signs and told how to line up with the other Guides
and Rangers and prepared to join the parade. We marched along the road with all the other floats towards St Pauls
Cathedral. There were many people all around, on the sides of the road, cheering and blowing whistles. After walking in the
parade for about an hour and a half we stopped for lunch. On the way to the toilet, we saw a carriage with two horses and
the man who was looking after them let us take a picture with them. The parade was then slightly delayed going back, so we
were allowed onto the back of an Royal Navy inflatable rib, which was on the back of a truck. It was a really thrilling
experience. After the parade all the Guide groups separated and we walked to M&M world where we had a brilliant time.
We then went on the underground back to Victoria Station and had our dinner there. Then we went home, tired but very
proud of representing Girlguiding Sussex West in the parade.
Romany, Till, Esme, Rachana and Aine - 4th Goring Guides

1st Billingshurst Guides – participating in the show
On Saturday 13th of November, we were lucky enough to go to London and take part in the Lord
Mayor’s Show. Our unit took five guides and a Leader. In total there were thirty-five Guides and
fifteen leaders representing London And South East Region. The Lord Mayor's Show has been
happening for eight hundred years, celebrating the new Lord Mayor each year. There were 128
floats in total including a full-size model elephant, Japanese drummers, a horse-drawn bus and
lots of bands and military units. We paraded down the streets of London, when we got to St
Paul's Cathedral, we stopped outside to have lunch. Our favourite part was that we could
represent Girlguiding and were able to take part in The Lord Mayor’s Show.
Thank you to all the leaders that came with us.
We had an amazing time!
Alice and Iona - 2nd Billingshurst Guides

West Worthing District at the Lord Mayors Show
Worthing West District Day Trip to London – Lord Mayor’s Show 2021 - Rainbow, Brownie and Guide units made the
trip to London on Saturday 13th November to wave and cheer on Guides, Rangers and Leaders from Sussex West
County who represented LaSER in the Lord Mayor’s Show this year. Having been postponed during the pandemic,
we were all very excited for the event and to support our members, several of which were selected from Worthing
units.
Brownie Sienna has written all about our day out:

“We were all up early and ready at the station in the morning. From the train on the way to London we saw a
deer, it was so cute and had little antlers. After that it was still a long but exciting train journey. Then we got
off and went on a super-fast train. When we came off that train we were on a bridge – a train station bridge! It
was amazing.
The parade was awesome too. There were bands and there was a Girlguiding group with a big balloon – we gave
them the biggest cheer and waved our special mini flags, but my favourites were the Indian princesses on stilts.
There were 120 horses! After the parade we had McDonalds next to a beautiful fountain near St Paul’s
Cathedral.”
Sienna age 9, 2nd Worthing (Methodist) Brownies

A Brownie from 1st Worthing Brownies has written a short account of the day
“On 13th November 1st Worthing Brownie Unit went to London to see the Lord of the Mayors Show and the Tate
art museum. At the Lord of the Mayors Show we watched and cheered as many floats and bands went past us.
We saw the Mayor and plenty of horses. We all did our best cheering when the Girlguiding float went past. After
the parade we went to get a McDonalds and go to the art museum, where we saw plenty of unique pictures,
sculptures and then films about art and more.”
Grace Reed – 1st Worthing Brownies

1st Wick (All Saints) Brownies
On a dull but dry Saturday morning in October, nineteen extremely excited Brownies boarded our coach in Wick
ready for our trip to Girlguiding Blackland Farm and our taste of adventure - a seasonal offer of 3 activities and
lunch for £15 pp.
Our first coach trip for 2 years was marked by lots of singing and the time passed
quickly so that before long we had arrived. Our first activity was abseiling and as
they waited their turn the girls were buzzing- a definite adrenalin rush! Our
youngest Brownie was absolutely determined to succeed and despite the fact
that we could see her shaking like a leaf at the top of the tower she made
herself have a go and then went back for another turn! The instructors were
brilliant so patient and encouraging to each girl.

From here we moved on to a choice of low ropes or tunnels which the girls also enjoyed,
many challenging themselves to achieve new goals, this was followed by lunch. By now
dullness had turned to drizzle and we were very grateful to the staff at Blackland Farm for
making the meeting room available to us so we could eat in the dry!
After lunch came the crate challenge which was great fun and saw girls building towers 16+
crates high and then enjoying the moment when these came tumbling down! Our final trip
of the day was to the shop before returning to the coach for the trip home after a brilliant
day.
Ann Macaulay - Leader 1st Wick (all Saints) Brownies

1st Midhurst Rainbows
1st Midhurst Rainbows invited 1st Midhurst Brownies to join them for indoor den making,
marshmallow toasting and camp fire singing.
The Rainbows were able to ask the Brownies questions about their meetings, uniform,
badges and their Promise before joining in some favourite Brownie games.

Marshmallow
toasting

Den Making

Question time around
the campfire with Brown
Owl

Littlehampton & Arundel District
celebration tea
On Saturday 7th November leaders and leaders in training from Littlehampton & Arundel District met together in
person for the first time in almost 20 months. We met for tea at Bailiffscourt Hotel in Climping to say thank you to
leaders for all their work in staying connected with their units during the pandemic and resulting lockdowns and to
celebrate long service awards due during that time.
Two leaders, Karen Snewin (20 year long service award) and Karen Scrivens (30 year long service award), had opted to
have their badges and certificates presented at outdoor unit meetings during the summer.
During the afternoon we presented Julie Sampson with her 30
year long service award, Sue West with her 40 year long
service award and Alison Manester with her 50 year long
service award.
As well as celebrating these achievements there was lots of
catching up to be done and food to be eaten and it was a
lovely afternoon and amazing to be together again after all
that has happened over the last two years. Thank you once
again to a great team.

Ann Macaulay - Joint Division Commissioner Arun Valley.

Petworth Halloween Hike
After 2020’s virtual hike, Guides were super excited to do the real thing. We set off at 3:30pm,
after checking we had all of our equipment that we would need. My group’s chosen name was
the ‘Cookie Monsters’ and we had six Guides in our group.
We walked on a footpath through a wood and got a little bit lost, as it became really dark!
Fortunately, thanks to our torches and maps, we soon found our way out and got to the first
checkpoint.
Here we had a short rest and then tried the challenge – there was one at every checkpoint. We
had to work as a team to stack dice to make the tallest tower with chopsticks! It was quite
hard, but we completed it and then we were on our way again. We stopped at different
checkpoints, which were each a mile apart, taking part in archery, cooking (where we cooked
our dinner), how much water we could get in a bucket from a canal, putting up a shelter and
more. My favourite one was archery, where we got to try and get a bullseye, even though I
wasn't very good at it, it was really fun!
We got back to the Guide hut at midnight, and our
parents and Guide leaders greeted us with a round of
applause. We were given our badges and sweets and
then we went home. Even though we were so tired we
felt very proud of ourselves. I have never walked that
far and it was so much fun! I hope to do it again next
year, as we were all so proud of ourselves for
completing it.
Flo Owen - 2nd Billingshurst Guides

Midhurst Trefoil Guild
Early Christmas crafts were enjoyed at the November meeting of Midhurst Trefoil Guild

Ann shows off her mini
wreath

Busy fingers creating the
mini wreaths and candy
cane decorations

2nd Rustington Brownies
At the beginning of term in September, 2nd Rustington Brownies met at Furzefield Scout Campsite in Angmering
for an evening learning about attempting to light campfires, as part of their Camp Stage 2 skills builder
badgework.

When dark evenings were upon us, we went back to the campsite at half term for a morning of outdoor nature
activities – we were lucky with the weather as it was a beautiful sunny autumn morning, although a lot cooler
than it had been in September!
The Brownies made seeded fat balls for birds, salt dough leaf imprints and did a nature trail to improve their
observational skills to notice what is around them in the countryside - we spotted lots of different insects, as
well as autumn berries and fungi. The Brownies then collected lots of natural materials (leaves, sticks, moss etc)
which they would use to make fantastic bug hotels for their gardens when we returned to meeting back at the
hall the following week.
We were lucky to be joined by two ladies from RSPB as part of their partnership with Girlguiding LaSER (London &
South East England Region), who were taking photos and filming the Brownies having fun as part of a project to
help leaders with ideas and confidence to do nature activities outdoors with their units.
Everyone agreed it had been so lovely enjoying activities in
such lovely surroundings, having fun exploring and doing
somewhat messy activities outside!

Michelle Quiggan - Unit Leader – 2nd Rustington Brownies

Rother Valley District Remembrance
Sunday
All the Rother Valley District units were represented by their members on Remembrance Sunday at both Easebourne
and Midhurst War Memorials.

District flag
bearer Anna

1st Midhurst Rainbows
flag bearer Beth and
Mascot carrier Olivia

1st

The district and unit
colours stood proud alongside
the Midhurst RBL standards

Midhurst Brownies

1st Easebourne Brownies

Very smart – Midhurst
Rainbow Jess and her
Easebourne Brownie
sister Imogen

In Memory of Barbara Batson
It is with regret that we inform you of the passing of Barbara Batson
on 17 November 2021.
Barbara held many roles in Girlguiding within Highdown Division
over the years.
Northbrook District Commissioner 1985-1988, 2000-2005.
1st Northbrook Rainbows Leader 1998-2008
1st Northbrook Brownies Assistant Leader 1997-2006
3rd Northbrook Guides Assistant Leader 1990-1991
Leader 1994-1998 4th Northbrook Brownies Leader 1990-2006,
Unit helper 2006-2008
Division Arts advisor 1999-2014
Division Leadership Qualification coordinator 2006-2014
Division Leadership Qualification mentor 2011-2014
Division supporting member 2014-2015, when she left the Division.

Barbara was a genuinely lovely and kind lady. Many girls and leaders
have been inspired by, and benefited from her knowledge and
enthusiasm over the years. May she go well and safely.
Sarah Jackson and Zoe Spicer - 2nd Northbrook Guides.

Thank you to everyone who contributed to this issue and if you
enjoyed reading it, maybe your unit/district might like to send an
article in for inclusion in the next issue, which will be April 2022.
Unit activities, days out, special visitors, camps, holidays, all are
of interest to our readers, so please consider sending something
to me.
Thank you
Editor

Deadline for next issue is 26th March 2022

