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County Commissioners Letter
Since my last letter for County Matters in March it feels like things have been turned
upside down as a result of COVID-19. Back at the beginning of the year we were busy
with final preparations for our all-section event due to be held at Fontwell. Sadly,
this event had to be cancelled as tighter restrictions were brought in to help prevent
the spread of the virus. Ultimately we found ourselves in unprecedented times and
face-to-face guiding was forced to stop.
However, in true guiding spirit, the guiding light didn’t stay extinguished for long!
Initially there were small flickers as conversations were had, then the light shone a little brighter and
members started connecting together in different ways - some through newsletters, others by sending
out activity packs and others meeting virtually through video calls. Over the past few months, those
flickers have turned into shining beacons as members have explored new ways of guiding and adapted
to meet in person again.
It has been amazing to see the resilience, flexibility and creativity of volunteers, many of whom have
adapted to continue to provide exciting opportunities for our younger members. Commissioners and
county team members have worked hard to keep volunteers connected with regular communications,
support with risk assessments and other administrative tasks. In addition to this our fantastic training
team have created a whole new training programme to help volunteers with the knowledge and skills
that they might need for virtual or in-person meetings.
I hope through this new electronic version of County Matters you will see some of the wonderful
things that have been happening in Girlguiding Sussex West over the past few months and see that the
guiding light is continuing to shine brightly.
Best wishes

Tribute to Mrs Jane Phipps 1929-2020
Jane’s introduction as an adult leader was with 1st Worthing Company at Glebe Road Hall, Worthing,
cycling there every week with her bicycle basket full to the brim.

Many a Guide, Young Leader and leader prepared for and gained their Camp Permit under Jane’s
watchful eye at Washington camp site. She also kept the site tidy, cut the bushes and brambles,
maintaining the hut and the camp equipment it contained. She travelled there by bus from her home
in Worthing. Girls taking their Cooks and Needlewoman badges were also tested by Jane.
When the Worthing Division began fundraising in the 1950’s for a new headquarters in Forest Road
Worthing, Jane stored the jam jars and newspapers in her garage (then sold them to raise money).
She was involved with the Division Charity Shop at Broadwater and promoted the yearly raffle,
working hard to get prizes from local shop keepers.
Jane’s connection with the Guide hall continued in the 1970’s when the then Division Commissioner, Mrs. Di Swanwick,
asked her to undertake the general running of the hall and this she did faithfully under the succeeding seven division
commissioners. Cleaning, curtain making, rent collecting, jumble sales and coffee mornings – anything and everything to
keep the hall running and solvent until 2018.
With her expertise making dance costumes for her daughter Katie, Jane, together with Margaret Walton, joined Worthing
Scout & Guide Gang Show wardrobe team in approximately 1973 and continued in that capacity for many years.
In 1991 Girlguiding commissioned a new uniform and Jane was asked to sit on the Uniform Panel at Guide Headquarters in
London. The new uniform was designed by Jeff Banks.

As a member of Worthing Cissbury Trefoil Guild she organised jumble sales and coffee mornings and was a supporter of
the Queen Mother’s Clothing Guild, knitting numerous scarves, jumpers, hats etc., throughout the year.
For a number of years, Jane led the Sussex West County Catering Team, preparing lunches for County Days and tasty
refreshments at the Annual Reviews at Arundel Castle. County Trefoil Guild members also enjoyed her catering as did the
County Teams at several WS camps at Ardingly. She kept in touch with the American contingent for many years, after she
hosted two of their leaders.
Jane lived for guiding and, following her retirement, always wanted to be kept up to date and she enjoyed County Matters
until her last days. She never wanted praise and always disappeared when it was given out!

Margaret Goodyer & Sue Milner

3rd Goring Guides Panto
In December 2019, 3rd Goring Guides decided that they would like to perform a pantomime for
their parents/carers, friends and relatives. After choosing a script from a selection (Aladdin) the
first night was spent putting names forward for roles, auditioning and deciding roles.

The second week, the girls read through the script and then had a rehearsal, they also decided
what costumes and outfits their characters would wear and shared what needed to be brought in.
One of the girls, who preferred not to have an acting part, held a backstage role and made props
and got a soundtrack of music together.
The third week was dress rehearsal week, with the cast going through the whole performance
twice, they were brilliant and most had memorised all their lines (a couple hid scripts in or behind
props).
The fourth week was performance night! With the girls in their starting positions, mums, dads,
grandparents, aunts and uncles, brothers and sisters filled our hall. The girls were amazing and
their performance of Aladdin near faultless. They had a really fun time and in a short space of
time worked really hard, had fun and proved they can work really well as a team.
All the leaders, Squirrel, Sparkle, Jammy and Gizmo were really proud of all of them for pulling it
off in such a fabulous way.
Amy aged 14 (Narrator) “It gave me confidence and self-belief”
Laura aged 13 (Aladdin) “It was really enjoyable and a wonderful experience”
Rebecca aged 10 (Backstage) “Even though I was doing the music and props, I felt part of the
team”
Zoë Imbimbo - Assistant Leader 3rd Goring Guides

Monopoly Run - 1st Yapton Guides and Rangers
We didn’t ‘go to jail’ or ‘collect £200 for passing ‘Go’, but we did have an
amazing time on the Scouting and Guiding 2020 Monopoly Run, in London
during early March. Over 3000 Guides and Scouts took part, from all over
the UK, with two teams from 1st Yapton Guides and Rangers – The Sushi
Rolls and The Rentables. This was a fast-paced, step-busting experience
that took us all over central London by foot, tube and bus.

After a comfortable overnight at the ‘ICANDO Centre’ in Girlguiding HQ
(memory foam roll mats – very nice, thank you), we set out at 8am, with our
special ‘app’ in hand, for our first destination, but were stopped in our
tracks by a log jam at Waterloo Station. Twenty minutes later, by foot, we
arrived at Leicester Square, which kick started my team’s Monopoly Run.
My team (The Sushi Rolls) managed to ‘rent or buy’ about 65% of the
properties on the ‘board’ (big shout out to The Rentables, who managed
80%!) over the course of seven and a half hours.
Sites of interest we visited included Oxford Street, The Strand, Regent’s
Street and many more! Our manic walking led us to lots of new places. As
well as visiting key well known landmarks, like King’s Cross Station (which
some Harry Potter fans were very excited about), we also had the chance
to ‘buy or rent’ Bond Street and Old Kent Road. We had a ‘foot-rest’
during lunch in a park near Oxford Street and then kept walking until we
returned to Girlguiding HQ, stopping off for a quick photo at Buckingham
Palace on the way! But all adventures must come to an end, which it did
when we arrived at Victoria Station for the homeward journey.

A key skill I learnt was ‘how to read a London tube map like the back of my hand’. We also did
over 20,000 steps and became very well acquainted with Fenchurch Street Station – how many
entry points can one station have? We completed quizzes and challenges galore and even picked
up some chance cards on the way. We were also very grateful to our leaders Anna, Marie, Sarah
and Vicky, who helped throughout the day.
Jorja said ‘I can definitely recommend this activity to any Guides thinking about a challenge for
next year. It’s great fun, great exercise and a great experience. I will remember this forever
and the memories we made. Thank you!
Jess from The Rentables said ‘I had a great time on the Monopoly run. We started with an
amazing stay at Girlguiding HQ, and then went to Waterloo station to start the game in the
morning. During the game we were given questions and challenges which made it even better. One
of the challenges was to take a picture of a statue with our team’s coats on. I had the best time
and can’t wait to go on more fun guide trips with the best leaders.
Our two teams came 153rd and 507th out of the 700 teams taking part, so all in all a great team
effort and a great day out !!
Jorja, 1st Yapton Guides

& Jess, 1st Yapton Guides

1st Chichester Brownies
In the autumn of 2019 1st Chichester Brownies took part in the Future Girl Plastic
Promise and created ‘Myrtle the Turtle’ from our recycled plastic. We used milk
bottles and food packaging to make Myrtle to raise awareness of the negative impact
single use plastic has on the environment and the animals that live in it, like a turtle.
We sent a letter about how plastic can affect our planet to Gillian Keegan, who is our
local MP. It was exciting to get a letter back from her telling us that she mentioned
our letter in a speech she gave at a debate about food and drink packaging in the
House of Commons.
Here is a photo of the bit of the speech where
we get mentioned!!
Evelyn and Ella aged 9 – 1st Chichester Brownies

Petworth Division Camp @ Home
Members of Petworth Division were disappointed when their annual activity camp in Petworth Park
was cancelled due to the coronavirus outbreak, so some of the guide leaders came up with
camp@home – a social distance camping experience inside or outside the home.
Members from the youngest Rainbows to Rangers and adult leaders across the Division units were
challenged to do activities that covered various camping skills, with a special badge to earn. The
activities included pitching a tent or creating an indoor den to sleep in, packing a bag, cooking
something on an open fire or over a tealight, decorating bunting for VE day and creating campfire
songs, along with enjoying some family time with a guiding theme.

Nearly 200 members from 14 units across Petworth Division took part and various ideas followed
on from the event including an interest in holding unit Zoom meetings, completing weekly challenges
and starting new interest badges, all while still being stuck at home.
1st Billingshurst Guide Hannah said, “I have been to Petworth Park three times! This was a bit
different but I still enjoyed sleeping outside in the garden and being able to do activities in a
different way”.

An event badge competition took place which was judged by Sue Parry, Petworth Division Commissioner
and the winning badge was designed by Chloe Newman from 1st Plaistow Guides with her sister Lola
from 1st Ifold Brownies being awarded third place. Second place went to Gracie from 2nd Storrington
Guides. Kirstin Bosley – Petworth Division PR Adviser

Gold Awards night – 1st Yapton Guides
We celebrated the amazing achievements of five guides at a special Zoom presentation
evening at the beginning of June. Five of the oldest guides from 1st Yapton had worked really
hard to finish all their skills builders and interest badges and managed to complete their Guide
Gold Awards. The girls all chatted about their achievements and talked about the fun they had
had on Girlguiding residential trips and the activities they had enjoyed during their time with
the unit. Our County Commissioner Amanda Teasel was invited to make the presentations via
Zoom and we had a very enjoyable and memorable evening. The girls all dressed up and had a
mocktail to hand, whilst their family were invited as guests.
The evening was as special as it could have been and the Guides were all presented with their
Gold Awards – a much deserved certificate and badge. Four of the Guides will move to Rangers
and are already planning their next Girlguiding adventures, hoping that some of them can be in
person in the months to come. We are also planning a Gold Award ‘after party’ just as soon as
it is safe for us to get together and celebrate.
Anna Drynan - Leader 1st Yapton Guides

2nd Billingshurst Guides in ‘Lockdown’
Girlguiding introduced a new programme at the start of September 2019; we
have been exploring the new awards and badges since then. During the
lockdown period we have been unable to have face-to-face guiding, so we
have encouraged the girls to achieve interest badges for their Gold Award
independently at home. The work the girls have produced has been amazing;
the most popular badges have been Confectionery, Photography, Upcycling,
Mixology and Natural Remedies. We are now having Zoom meetings with them
to enable a bit of social contact and routine again and keep doing the fun
guiding the girls love. So far we have been doing quizzes, learning sign
language and having a long awaited catch up with the girls.

Alice has turned a metal shelf unit and tin cans into a fabulous strawberry
planter which is now producing yummy fruit for her family. Evelyn has turned
an old skirt into a new stylish bag. Following on from Evelyn’s success of bag
making, she has made more bags and sold them to friends and family. Maddie
used scraps of material to make a quilt and Hannah turned old tin cans into
useful stationary pots.
Hannah has made kiwi lip scrub for the Natural Remedies badge and body
butter, which is the best hand cream I have used in lockdown! Many of the
girls have been making some yummy cakes including fudge, chocolate tiffin,
truffles and macarons.
Natalie Evans – Leader 2nd Billingshurst Guides

A virtual year in one night!
1st Yapton Guides and Rangers managed to celebrate a whole year in just one night on a windy weekend in June.
Their summer camp plans had to be cancelled but that didn’t stop them arranging a virtual camp instead. The girls
started the camp by making Zoom New Year’s Resolutions and completing a motivational fitness routine together and
then they moved through the seasons enjoying Valentine’s Day, pancake races, Easter, a summer beach party and
then Bonfire night, Diwali and Christmas. Guides, their brothers, sisters and parents all got involved and joined in
the fun. There was a Whats App group running for the whole camp and the girls enjoyed putting their video clips and
photos on for everyone at the camp to see.
“My favourite part of 'A Year In One Night' camp was making all the seasonal crafts and having pancake race
competitions. I loved the ‘surfs up’ lesson taken by Izzy and Ciara on the Zoom session too. It was great celebrating
our birthdays with a mug cake and sleeping in a tent again, even if it was a little windy! Thank you to all the leaders,
especially Anna for taking up time to organise all the camp packs and Zoom sessions. The whole EVENT was great
fun! " - Iris
"I really enjoyed myself this weekend because I spent time with Eleanor. I also got to see my guiding friends on
Zoom. It was fun making all the craft stuff and seeing what the others were doing on Whats App. The best part was
definitely the pancake race as Eleanor's pancake landed on her head and we couldn't stop laughing." - Zara
We also celebrated our first ever Guide Promise on Zoom and the girls were all pleased to be able to count the night
as a ‘Night Away with Guides’ towards their badges, even if they were all camping in their own back gardens. Many
of the girls said they would definitely do it all again and we think that even the parents secretly enjoyed the chance
to camp out with us as well!
Anna Drynan – Leader 1st Yapton Guides

Wealden Trefoil Guild use their sewing skills
Never did I imagine the reef knot I learnt to tie behind my neck 62 years ago would
be so important in volume now. As a Brownie, very keen to take my Promise, I had to
learn this skill.
I have been involved in a locally co-ordinated effort to make laundry bags, amongst
scrubs and other items. These were distributed to establishments in the area,
including care homes, hospices and special needs centres. The bag ties needed to be
knotted and of course the reef knot is the best! Up to the date of writing this
article a friend and I had made over 300 bags out of donated sheets, pillow cases
and duvets.
It was so rewarding to feel we were helping during lock-down.
Ruth Isaacs - Wealden Trefoil Guild

Adventures at Home Festival
Over a weekend in June I had a wonderful time taking part in the Girlguiding ‘Adventures at Home
Festival’ with 1st Yapton Guides and 1st Yapton Rangers. I had an action-packed Saturday full of
activities, fun and even a virtual campfire! My morning started at 10:30am when I tuned into the
Girlguiding YouTube page for an introduction and welcome to the festival. Then I set up my tent and
camp for the next 2 days. I hung up bunting, fairy lights and even left my own decorated welly boots
outside. Now it was time to start the day’s activities, but of course I could not complete the full
schedule so here is the day from my perspective…
My first activity was learning a magic trick. I learnt how to perform a card
trick with the help of magician, Mark Daniel, and by lunch I was able to
dazzle my festival guests (Mum and Dad). Other activities I partook in
included a ‘Gromit’ drawing session, with Ardman Animation’s, Nick Park,
and learning about food science through making butter and fudge. The
fudge turned out to be a bit of a fail - it tasted great but looked a bit
unappealing – but Dad ate it all up anyway!
At 2pm my unit and I got the chance to have a Zoom call with our leader.
We had a lovely time on our call with Anna, where we virtually gave a
tour of our tent/ camp and spoke about our experiences of the day so far.
It was really nice to have a catch up. The rest of the afternoon was spent
doing activities for the festival, like building a robot with Google,
glitterising my face, and making a bird feeder for my garden, which were
great.

Then, at 5pm just before the festival ended, we had another call with our leader, Anna, and spoke
about our day. We sang campfire songs then said our ‘goodbyes’ and ‘thank you’s’. After our talk, in
the spirit of camp, I had a BBQ for dinner then had a nice- if somewhat cold- night in my tent.
- Jorja
The festival day was brilliant fun. Our amazing Guide leader
had made us all festival packs with glitter, tattoos, glow sticks
and snacks which was all we needed apart from a tent in our
back garden. She also sent me a cake and had made a card
because I was celebrating my 25 nights away with Guides. My
sister and I managed to put up one tent even though it was
really windy and my Dad helped my other sisters put up theirs.
During the day we learnt a magic trick, did some illustrating
and made oobleck. We all enjoyed the day and had great fun,
even staying the night outside. Thank you leaders! - Erin
We had a wonderful time at the festival and hope there will
be another virtual activity like this soon. For now, thank you
to our leaders and everyone in the guiding community for
making lockdown lots more fun!
Jorja and Erin, 1st Yapton Guides

Girlguiding Worthing Cissbury enjoy a sleepout
and raises funds for Turning Tides
Members of Worthing Cissbury Division enjoyed a Summer Adventures Sleepout during the hottest days
in August. Over 70 Rainbows, Brownies, Guides and Rangers took part in a huge range of activities
from their homes. They set up dens, tents and outdoor shelters, made their own dinner and had a
campfire over Zoom (complete with toasted marshmallows) followed by story-time or stargazing. Early
risers were treated to an exercise class followed by some amazing breakfasts, where the girls were
challenged to make a healthy meal that looked like something else – we saw lots of fantastic ideas.
The girls thoroughly enjoyed a scavenger hunt after learning some tracking signs. The afternoon was
filled with traditional skills such as gadget making – the camp showers were perfect to cool off, testing
out water filters, re-creating camp scenes in Lego or edible ones out of cake, or finding out how to
recognise different birds in a nature game. There was a closing ceremony to lower the flags that the
girls had made and Promises were renewed. It was so much fun and we can’t wait to do something
similar again! The weekend coincided with the ‘Turning Tides’ sleepout (a local charity fund raising for
the homeless) and we were delighted to be able to make a donation of £90 to their cause.
Zoë Walker – Worthing Cissbury Division Commissioner

1st Wick (All Saints) Brownies
Our journey through lock-down
Where have all the Brownies gone?

After 40 years in Girlguiding running units, the middle of March and not being able to meet with the
girls came as a huge shock. To begin with my way of coping was to see it as a second summer break,
but by the time Easter was approaching and it was apparent that we wouldn’t be able to meet for
Brownies anytime soon, I knew I needed to find other ways to keep Brownies going.
Zoom!
For Easter I sent all the girls a package with a small Easter gift and activities with a note and was
fortunate to receive many messages of thanks from parents via email and our closed unit Facebook
page.
I knew some leaders were using something called ‘Zoom’ to run meetings,
but to begin with I couldn’t see this as being something I could do,
however some wonderful leaders in the district and division shared their
experiences and ideas and encouraged me to have a go, so from the
beginning of May that’s what we did. We had 24 girls in the unit and 50%
signed up for Brownies on Zoom. To begin with we were all a bit nervous,
but as the weeks went by we all became more confident and relaxed as we
enjoyed cooking cakes in mugs and pizzas together, playing games like
traffic lights and Simon Says virtually (some parents joined in too), tackling
UMAs and completing our Level 3 communication skills builder. Their
favourite activity though was the round the house scavenger hunt and I had
to make a few of those up at short notice!

Badges, badges, badges!
Normally we are not a unit where badges feature very largely, especially interest badges, but suddenly
they took off, not least because some parents said the girls preferred working on them to doing their
school work! (As a teacher I’m not sure about that!) However, badges certainly kept them enthusiastic
and one girl has, to date, completed 11 of the Brownie interest badges since March this year. Naturally
the baking badge has proved very popular, but mindfulness, growing your own, jobs, languages and
aviation have all been on the list. I delivered completed badges to the girls’ homes with a well-done
message. Via virtual meetings parents also assisted us in presenting our first Bronze and Silver awards;
parents were brilliant at keeping it a surprise and the girls’ faces were a picture.
Through the summer lots of the girls also enjoyed completing Girlguiding Surrey West’s 40 days of
summer badge.

Outdoor Meetings
For me I am now back in my comfort zone. I am a Forest School leader and love being out-of-doors
with the girls. We started outdoor meetings on 24th August with a game of crazy golf, the next week
we had a picnic and scavenger hunt at the beach and had the pleasure of presenting three girls with
their Brownie Gold Awards. On the first Monday in September we met outside our normal meeting
place where we lit a fire and toasted marshmallows. I don’t know who was most excited about being
back, the girls, their parents or the leaders!

Ann Macaulay - Unit Leader 1st Wick (All Saints) Brownies

1st Selsey Brownies moment of fame on
The Repair Shop
Intrigued already? Our Brownie Toadstool was looking very sad and had holes in places, the emblems were
hardly visible and it was getting very rickety. I’d looked at how I could repair, but didn’t know where to
start.
Last December, I happened to be watching The Repair Shop and had a thought, they might know how to
repair it. So I sent off an email to them explaining that it was coming up to 75 years old and it would be
great to have it restored for when we celebrated 75 years of our unit starting. I thought no more of it till a
few days later, the company Ricochet who make the programme, contacted me. I spoke with a lovely lady
called Jackie who said they were really interested, I think it helped she used to be a Brownie. I was
subsequently asked to make a short video showing the toadstool, how bad it was and talk about its history,
why we wanted it restored etc. This was quite funny trying to hold the toadstool in view, hold the mobile
phone, at the same as talking sense without too many umms and arr’s. I also realised I don’t like the sound
of my own voice!
Things moved very quickly, within a day or so I was asked if they could collect the toadstool for them to
look at and see what was possible. A very puzzled young lady arrived asking for Brown Owl and said she’d
been told to collect a toadstool. I’ve no idea what she thought she was picking up but she was extremely
relieved when she saw what it actually was. I found out later she thought her boss had lost the plot and
sent her on a wild goose chase! Within a day I had a phone call to say they would love the chance to
restore it - what did we want them to do with it, how much restoration etc? The next few days went by in
a blur, phone call chats with HQ to get approval, loads of conversations with the film crew and
researchers, photo requests of previous Brownie ceremonies, showing the toadstool, all without being able
to say why! We even tracked down a photo of one of our Trefoil Guild members in her Brownie uniform,
she had made her Promise at that same toadstool. Due to the time restraints involved it wasn’t possible to
include any other of the group leaders in the filming.

Fri 13th December found me at The Repair Shop workshop at the Weald and Downland Living Museum
for filming. It was a bit windy and cold and I was asked if I wanted to wear a coat. But whatever I wore
outside I had to then wear inside, so I nobly discarded my coat so that my uniform could be on full
view. (The researcher kindly gave me some hot pads to keep in my pocket for my hands between
shots). It was fascinating to see how they filmed me arriving, handing it over to the experts, Will and
Suzie, and how they filmed it all indoors and out. They were as charming and lovely as they come over
on screen. I was made to feel so much at ease. It seemed that Will had not heard of Brownies, so I had
to explain about Girlguiding and the different sections and age groups to him (unless that was for the
viewers benefit). Yes, I was nervous and desperately hoping that I’d not babble, but remembered to
drop in some of the PR stuff Girlguiding wanted me to say. I had to keep emphasising that our Brownies
used the toadstool as they liked to keep up the tradition of having it as part of their Promise
celebrations, especially as many of their mums and grandma’s had done the same thing. I was there
about an hour, with some filming inside and some outside. The team wanted to know what we wanted
the toadstool to look like post restoration/repair. We didn’t want it to look brand new, as its’ worn look
is part of the history of the unit.

After Christmas I got a phone call to say it was ready and we discussed about collecting it. I happened to
mention that I thought it would be lovely if a few Brownies could collect it with me or if they liked they
could bring it to our unit meeting. They loved that idea and a date was agreed, followed by many emails,
phone calls and consent forms to get the girls and parents involved. We’d only told the Brownies that we
were having some special visitors and had they noticed that our toadstool was missing?

22nd January 2020 -We started our meeting off in our usual way, (though the cameras had to stop rolling
when we sang the Brownie song, as we hadn’t had time to get copyright permission – the girls didn’t know
they weren’t being filmed at that point). The activity for the evening was one of the UMA’s ‘In a Fix’ – I
thought it fitted in nicely with repairing the toadstool. We introduced the film crew and asked the
Brownies why they thought they were there? Various suggestions followed and then someone twigged it
might be about the toadstool. They were amazed that they were filming for The Repair Shop; I was
amazed how many knew about the programme. I then had to do the grand unveiling to an absolute
stunned silence and then an amazing cheer. I too was stunned, as I had last seen if before repair so had no
idea what to expect. The Brownies gathered round closer to look at it, fascinated they could see the six
emblems again, it had no holes in and the bottom wasn’t loose and wobbly. Then I looked closely at the
base and wondered why a bit had not been recovered in leather. I was, and am still, shocked to find the
name J.E.Morey and 1924. So much older than we thought it was – our unit registration says 1945, so we
now need to do more work to find out when the unit was actually formed – we think it was probably reregistered after the war. Even more astonishing that we had a Brownie with the surname of Morey in our
unit and she was there that night! When we showed her she said that must be her grandad.
After filming we spoke to the family and they in turn did their research. It turned out that it was their
family – great grandad had been apprenticed as a carpenter and it seems likely that it may have been one
of his apprenticeship tasks and possibly other family members were involved in guiding but this bit is
guesswork.

Sadly due to the difficulties following the outbreak of the Covid-19 virus and restrictions imposed, the
scheduling of the programme was put on hold. I kept asking when it was going to be shown and found out
a week before that it was going to be screened on 6th October on BBC1. If you missed it you can find it on
the BBC iPlayer.
What an amazing experience this has been. I now can’t look at the programme and team without
thinking, ‘I know how that bit was filmed’. 1st Selsey Brownies are beyond grateful for the brilliant
restoration work the team did on our Toadstool. Now we just have to look after it more carefully so that
it will last another 100 years. I also could not have done this project without the help of all our leadership
team, the Brownies and Mums, the many people I frantically contacted for photos and Girlguiding for
supporting it too. I do hope that you managed to watch the programme and that you feel as proud as we
do to have been involved.
Anne Wheway

Unit Leader 1st Selsey Brownies

1st Northbrook Rainbows & 1st Northbrook Brownies
Life during lock-down
Over the last 6 months we have been sending weekly activity and fun-filled emails
to all our members. The Rainbows have completed 2 skills builders and we have
posted out 8 interest badges, 2 theme awards and one Bronze Award. The Rainbow
who completed the Bronze Award was particularly pleased, as when she opened the
envelope glitter fell out all over the floor! She is now well on her way to achieving
the Silver Award.
The Brownies have been doing amazing things as well, with one girl completing 5
interest badges and 1 theme award, so we are hoping to send her a bronze award
soon.
We also completed the ‘I’m a Physicist Badge ‘and then followed that up in August
with the Science and Engineering Careers Challenge Badge.
At Easter we held a virtual sleepover for both units, with a beach theme. We posted
videos of crafts and activities on our Facebook page throughout the weekend and
the girls followed along, posting their own pictures. Our Guide helper at Rainbows
enjoyed sleeping on the floor so much she spent a week there! And of course, there
was a midnight feast. Three Brownies and one Rainbow also made their Promise.
Having had so much fun with the sleepover we decided to plan a week-long virtual
Brownie holiday in August. Our theme was Disney. We made lots of crafts, enjoyed
some cooking, online escape rooms and even had bedtime story videos from Disney
characters. The parents were given a daily schedule to follow which included daily
chores.

As leaders we were able to meet face to face in July and we decided to take the plunge into Zoom. So in
the last weeks of August we had a couple of fun practise Zoom meetings and we have now started weekly
Zooms and are working on the ‘Make Change’ skills builder badge.
Looking to the future we asked our school, where we have our meetings, to add a poster and a link to the
Girlguiding website about joining, to their Facebook page and school app. Since doing this we have received
3 new enquiries for Rainbows and 2 for Brownies, who will start after October half term.
We also celebrated our Young Leader, Rachel Martin, turning 18 in September with a Zoom cake decorating,
some bingo and embarrassed her with a video of her compiled of pictures from the last 5 years.
1st Northbrook Rainbows were also fortunate enough to receive a £500 grant from Tesco's which we have
used to purchase a unit laptop, webcam and a year’s subscription to Microsoft office. This will be a great
help with delivering the virtual programme we have planned.
We would also like to thank Dawn Boult for all her hard work as Worthing Highdown Division Commissioner
over the last few years, especially this past one and congratulate Debra Phillips as our new division
commissioner.
Susan James – Unit Leader 1st Northbrook Rainbows, 1st Northbrook Brownies

ALICE IN WONDERLAND
CAMP AT HOME
July 2020 was going to be our first Brownie camp in the tented village at Blackland Farm; everyone
was very excited but understandably it was of course cancelled.
Immediately units began online virtual camps which, although working brilliantly for others, just
didn’t seem to hit the mark for us; we were all after something more personal and real to us. I was
really struggling with this when Anna (leader of 1st Yapton Guides) came to the rescue! We had had a
bit of an email conversation about camps at home, when she messaged to say that she was happy to
share her plans if it helped. I was quite down at this point and hadn’t got around to answering when
she emailed with all her planning attached - that was a game changer! Out of her Guide camp-athome theme “A year in a day” came our Brownie camp-at-home theme “Alice in Wonderland”.
I put the idea to my Brownies and those meeting on Zoom were all keen; I then offered it to the rest
of the unit. In the end we had ten Brownies, one Rainbow and one nearly Rainbow sister and a few
other family members who joined in along the way. A week before camp I delivered Alice in
Wonderland activity bags to each girl (plenty of time for quarantining the contents).

The pack had a themed activity challenge sheet, with everything from
making cups of tea to bunny hop races. It also included things such as a
pack of cards, an icing tube, a jam tart complete with “eat me” label, a
caterpillar, thank you card, key ring and coaster to make and some items
just for fun, bubble pots and sweets. A favourite with the girls was the
inflatable flamingo!
On Friday evening we held a Zoom meeting and the girls showed us their
camps, some were indoors and some tents in the garden; the leaders had
their tents too! Hot chocolate with marshmallows, from the activity pack
was next on the list, before it was time for bed. From this point on parents
started sharing pictures of the girls’ experiences and chatting to us and
each other via our unit Facebook page and the virtual atmosphere was
great.
The next morning girls started on the rest of the activities and challenges
we had given them and the Facebook sharing continued. At 2.45 pm we came
together again on Zoom for a ‘Mad Hatter’s tea party’ we all came wearing a
hat or dressed up as a character. One girl even joined us from the caravan
where she was on holiday. It was a great way to end our camp at home time
together, although many girls carried on with the activities and some
camped out (and even cooked out) for another night.

Ann Macaulay
Unit Leader 1st Wick (All Saints) Brownies

